
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CATEGORY 5 - Excellent 4 - Very Good 3 - Average 2 - Below Standards 1 - Serious Improvement Needed 
 
 

Introduction 

Includes a strong introduction, with 4-6 
sentences that goes beyond a simple 
restatement of the historical context. 
Provides a clear thesis statement that 
states an argument for why this matters. 

Includes a good introduction, with 4-6 
sentences that goes beyond a simple 
restatement of the historical context.  
Provides a thesis statement that 
states an argument for why this 
matters. 

Includes an introduction, with 4-6 
sentences that restates the theme or 
historical context.  Thesis statement is 
missing or vague. 

Has a vague or missing introduction 
with less than 4 sentences. Thesis 
statement is missing or vague.  

Has a vague or missing introduction. 

 
 

Task and 
Documents 

Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the 
task by accurately analyzing and 
interpreting at least xxx documents. 
Documents numbers used are cited at 
the end of each body paragraph. 

Thoroughly addresses all aspects of 
the task by accurately analyzing and 
interpreting at least xxx documents. 
Documents numbers used are cited at 
the end of each body paragraph. 

Addresses most aspects of the task or 
all aspects in a limited way. 
Incorporates some relevant 
information from the documents.  
Documents numbers used are cited at 
the end of each body paragraph. 

Attempts to address some aspects of 
the task. Uses some information from 
the documents.  Documents numbers 
used are cited at the end of each body 
paragraph or not at all. 

Shows limited understanding of the 
task with vague, unclear references. 
Uses few or no documents.  
Documents numbers used are cited at 
the end of each body paragraph or not 
at all. 

Outside 
information 

Incorporates substantial relevant 
outside information. 

Incorporates relevant outside 
information. 

Incorporates limited outside 
information. 

Incorporates limited or no outside 
information. 

Presents no relevant outside 
information. 

 
 

Content 

Richly supports thesis with relevant 
facts, examples, and details – is more 
analytical than descriptive. 

Supports thesis with relevant facts, 
examples, and details - may be more 
descriptive than analytical. 

Uses some facts, examples, and 
details to support thesis - but is more 
descriptive than analytical. 

Uses few facts, examples, and details 
- simply restates the contents of 
documents.  

Uses few facts, examples, and details 
- simply restates the contents of 
documents. Information included may 
be incorrect. 

 
Organization 

Essay is well organized and appropriate 
to the task, purpose, and audience.  

Essay is well organized and 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and 
audience.  

Writes a satisfactorily developed 
essay, demonstrating a general plan 
of organization. 

Writes a poorly organized essay, 
lacking focus. 

Attempts to complete the task, but 
demonstrates a major weakness in 
organization. 

 
 

Conclusion 

Includes a strong conclusion with 4-6 
sentences that shows how the points 
you made and the details and examples 
you used were not random, but fit 
together.  

Includes a conclusion with 4-6 
sentences that shows how the points 
you made and the details and 
examples you used were not random, 
but fit together.  

Includes conclusion with 4-6 
sentences that simply summarizes the 
information from the essay.  

Has a vague or missing conclusion 
with less than 4 sentences that simply 
summarizes the information from the 
essay.  

Has a vague or missing introduction.  

Transition Words and Phrases 
Below are some examples of transitional words and phrases and the 

relationships they establish: 

• Addition: in addition, as a result, furthermore, consequently, otherwise, 
therefore 

• Sequence: to begin with, at first, first, first of all, finally, meanwhile 
• Illustration: for example, for instance, for one, for another, in illustration 
• Consequence: as a result, consequently, otherwise 
• Summary: all things considered, briefly, in any case, finally, all things 

said, in summary, to sum up, by and large, in any event, in final 
consideration 

• Generalization: for the most part, generally speaking, as a rule, more 
often than not, rarely 

• Contrast and comparison: conversely, on the one hand, on the other 
hand, likewise, similarly, instead, on the contrary, yet, by the same 
token, to the contrary 

• Concession: be that as it may, however, in any event, nevertheless 
• Restatement: in essence, in other words, namely, that is to say 

Essay Expectations Checklist 
   Student      Teacher 
   ______  Has an MLA heading   _______ 
   ______  Has a meaningful title   _______ 
   ______  Has a thesis   _______ 
   ______  Written in black or blue ink,   _______ 

or pencil   
   ______  Did not make grammatical   _______ 

or spelling errors  
  ______  Did not copy the historical   _______ 

context or theme  
   ______  Did not use phrases like,   _______ 

“This essay will,” or  
“In conclusion,”   

   ______  Did not use first person or   _______ 
second person (I, me, my,  
we, us, you, etc)  

   _______ Has sentence fluency   _______ 
(Do not list, avoid repetitious 
words and sentence structures)  

  _______ DID NOT PLAGARIZE  _______ 

DBQ Essay Scoring Rubric 
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